-| blessed was His mother. His an-.
_{these who hear the Word of God!
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'Women do not bold a-prominent

“’place in Biblical writings. We are

__ithankful for the accounts of ~ a

=== few outstanding examples of nob- kncvm

le, unselfish womanhood. I am
,sure the name of Mary of Naza-
'reth js ‘loved and remembered
“best of all. There is ample rea-
ison for this, though she was al-
most surely a peasant girl, little
known at the time. Both she and
her carpemter - :fiance were de-
cended from King David: but it
is doubtful if their neighbors took
pete of the fact, if they were
even aware of it.

We can be sure that Mary was
thoroughly surprised when the an-
gel Gabriel appeared o her,
greeting her with the words: “Hail

‘| thou that art highly favored; the

Lord is with thee.” (Luke 1:28).
Some versions add: “Blessed art
thcu among wemen”; but recent
scholars believe  this was not part

.| of the original text. Mary was in-
deed sncwn 2 marvelous favor by
| the Etcrna! God whin He chosa

| her to be the mother of His Son.
No cther woman had received g2
such a blessing. or ever will'
agsin, Yet we should remember
what Jesus said when a woman|
in the crowd exclaimed how very

swer sas: “Blessed rather are;

and ke ji.”’ (Luke 11.28) This’
‘indicates that Mary was blessed
bacause she d&'d this very thmg)
She heeded God's word as given
by the angel; she believed the
premise, though unable to under-
stand. how it would b~ fulfilled;

men.” We are sure she was re-
peatedly reproached and -humilat-

ed when her pregnancy became]|

before her marriage to
Josegh. Even her beloved - deem-
ed it expedient to “put her away”,
breaking the betrothal quietly to
shield her from publicity. (Mt. 1:,
19) The Law dealt very sternly
with urfaithful women. (Num. 5°

12-22) God sent an angel to re-| -
lieve Joseph of all doubts, but the}

innocent girl suffered keenly.
Even in the hour of child-birth

she was turned away from thej -

inn. tc find shelter with the ani-

mals. Her heart was filled with{.
Joy as she held her precious]

Baby in her arms, but wise, old
Simeon predicted, “A sword shail
pierce through thy own soul also.”
{Luke 2:35) No doubt Mary re-
membered these words as she

stond by the cross of her dying}-

Son, the sword of pain piercing
ber, even as it did Him. But her
Son had said, “Blessed are . the

pur~_in heart, for they ;hall sec
God.” \Mt 5 8)

and sh» was entirely willing to be| &%

used of God according to His will. |
(Lvke 1:38) |
,  We de not know how much Mary
realized at the time about the re-|
proach and serrow that would
!come to her because of the virgin

‘birth of her Son: but I am sure: ‘

she was willng to endure any-'!
‘thing necessary for {ulfilling the::
w11l of God. That is the reason:




Watchmg the m:mguratxon of our
new president was a moving ex-
perience. The swelling melody of
the Marine band and of the great
choir ‘from the Morman Temple,
as they rendered “The -Star Sp-
angled Banner” and “This is My
Country”, made one “stand tall”
with patriotism. The sight of “Old
GIory" floaling gallantly in the
wind brought a silent prayer that
this beautiful flag may ever float
over our country — “The land of
the free and the home of the
hrave”.

The pagentry of it all was ’fas-
cinating; .yet in spite of the rou-
tine, we knew that this was all
bemg enacted by real people, with
joys, sorrows, weakness, frusira-
{ions and . fears, similar to the
ones expenenoed by each one of
us. It was a day of triumph for
some: of bitter dsappomtmmlt for
others.

I was especially pleased to not-
ice the cordial atmosphere be-
tween the ingoing and out-going
pres:denfs and their families, This
is_ the attitude that may save
America from of its -ills.
Let us all lock for the best, not
the worst, in our associates, and
in our public officials. We need
to lay aside partisanship and prej-
udice, so. we can be united for
the welfare of all.

I heoe to remember the sugges-

_ tion of President Nixen that we

isten to the words, not merely

" the voices, of others. Perhaps this

is the kev to unlock the convulsive
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have torn our country in r e cent

years. We have heard the voice of
protest; the shouts and jeers; but
words the pro-

have we heard the
testers are trying to utter? It is

my prayer that our new president

and his co-workers will be able to
hear the words, the specific mes-
sage of the rebellious ones; and
that they will be able to answer
with words and actions that are
plainly understood; that the ad-
versaries may be “silenced with
reason, Dot with noise”. We are
in danger of believing that any-
one is wrong who differs from
us. It may be
learn their point of view, and to
consider it ;
coming years “bring us together”.

I was thapkful for the prayers
that were offered at the inaugur-
tion, for the new administration;
thus reminding them, and us, that
our conntry's destiny is in the
hands of a higher Power: and
thus calling on this great Power
for the help that is so vitally
necessary for our country and its
leadrrs, if we ara to have peace
and freedem. It is the duty of
esch one of us to uphold our

r~rtry “and our leaders with fre- | o

avent m-ayer, and with good citi-
zenship.

“I exort that prayer and inter-
cession bz madeé for all that are
in authority, that we may lead a
peaceable life, in godliness. -and
bonesty”. (I Tim. 2: 1, 2) “Fear
fiod; honor the kmg (I Pet. 2:
m

conditions of not and stmfe ﬁm

him,

'fr|endly Fancles

We ﬁnd a prayer in the 69th
) Psalm that is worthy of care-

ba ful thought. B is: ® Let not them
Y g that wait on Thee, O Lord God
g of hosts, be ashamed for -my
® sake; let not those that seek
Thee -be confounded for my !
sake, O God of Israel” (v. 6)

‘eried out for divine help and
guidance, that he might > not |
cause shameé and confusion to
others who would be following

'guidance or example. -

May the |-

Ex'nestinehxtes

or looking to him for
o

~

{ -

I We all need to recogmze
this danger. A kind heavenly’
IFather forgives our stumbhng

cere repentance; but what about
.lothers we may have ledastray?
Will they, too, come back to
God? Or will they continue on.
the downward way that leads |
to spiritual destruction?.

“The Levitical law forbade
putting a_stumblingblock (ob~
stacle or hinderance)beforethe
blind. (Lev. 19: 14) k is far.
more serious to cause a spirit-
ual fall. Isaiah _admonished,
“*Prepare the way: take uptne

stumblingblock out of the way
iof the people® (57:14) Ezekiel
’kaid, «These men have set up
- their idols in: their hearts, a.nd

pit the’ stumbhngblb’ckofthek;
. iniquity before their face.” (14:
-:8) We notice that the idols men=-
““tioned are in their hearts, not
‘a; .shrine for public obser.
nce.” Beause ‘of 'this* false §
worslup, which they - may have
fancxed was unobserved by oth-*
Jersy’-a - suxmbhngblock 'Was
s erected before them by~ theif
:tmqulty and others were being
_. caused to fall. "Malachi wrote: -
-*Ye are departed out ofthe way; ]
“ye have caused manyto stum- :

‘heed -lest by any means thisy.
Myofywrsbecomeastum-* ;
blingblock to them “that are
when we cry to Him in sin- -lweak, When ye sin against the

brethren and wound their weak'
conscience, “ye - ‘sin’ agamst
Christ.” (I Cor. 8: 9,12) *k is |
lgood . .". not to -do anything’
whereby thy ‘brother stumbleth |
jor is aﬁended or made weak.® ;
Rom. 14: 21)_ : :

to theo ver-;
SG, we:ea"’"’ ﬂ\_at sfumb]jn&
careless Christian often causes -
deep shame to others who must
ghare the reproachthat his bes,
havior: brings to his famity’and’
his - ‘church, Let: us say with,
David, ! *Let * not " others be} i
ashamed for my sake, Olnrd." |

T
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cwith_all thy geiting, get un-
-| derstanding”. -(Prov. 4:) We are

constantly confronted wth things
-

we do not understand. With some
} others, understanding is vital

things it is ot serious, but with
‘t-4The days are evil; wherefore be
not unwise, but understanding
~ what the will of the Lord is”.
(Egh. 5:17) How can we' under-
stand what is the will of our Cre-
ator? Sometimes it is difficult, re-
. quiring much Bible study and
- prayer. jesus said, “When He, the
. Spirit of Truth is come, He will
‘guide you into all truth”. (John
16:13) Opinions differ as to how
ithis is brought about. Some say
ithe Holy Spirit guides us as we
| read the Bible, so the message 1S
imade plain. Others feel that He
iepeaks to them more directly.
(Either say, we can be sure of
JHis guidance only if we bhave close
fellowship with Christ. through
_study, prayer, Aand service. -

“iAnother area where understand-
_ing is hadly needed is our deal-
ings with other people.- So often
we misjudge or condemn, simply
- because we do not undersiand his
.motive. A small beggar was tak-
Zen into ¢ comvent and cared for.
‘The pious monks were shocked to
|find him dancing before the im-
iage of the Virgin Mary, not um-
{ derstanding that it was the only
“way he knew to express his grat-
itude for the focd and shelter tat
had been given to him. Misunder-
stamding -has ruined many friend-
$ broken many homes and
= “We - would love
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positions of responsibility; and

many times it is because we do
not understand their problems.

{ In the depth of his bereavement
—== and illpess, three men attemptec

I

Neither do they umderstand many
of the problems of the ¢com mon
people. So much patience is ned-

"to “‘comfort” Job by assuring him
that God was punishing him for

ed, as well as the need to pro-
mote understanding among all
classes of people. .

Many international crisis arise
largely because people and na-
tions do not understand each oth-
er. It is hoped that the Peace
Corps can do much to correct this
situation.

Scripture says: “Trust in the
Lord with all thine heart, and

wrong doing; (which was not the
case) He replied bitterly, “Ye are
++— forgers of lies; ye are all physi-
i cians of no value.” (Job 13:4 Do
i—f our friends ever have reason to
H feel that our friendship and coun-
i 'sel is of no value?-Do we try to.
| understand and comfort them, or
il _'merely impose our dogmatic opin-
: ions upon them? We need to re-
; member the errors of Job’s

lean not unto thine own under-
standing. In all thy ways ackmnow-

=~ {riends.
Jesus told this parable: “The

ledge Bim and He shall direct|”
thy paths”. (Prov. 4: 5, 6) “The

7 ~kingdom of heavem is like treas-
! ure hidden in a field, which a
4 man found, and covered up; them

fear of the Lord is wisdom, and
to depart from evil is understand-
ing’. (Joh 28:23 “We do not
cease to pray for you that you
might be filled with the know-
ledge of His will, in spiritual un-
derstandng”. (Cel. 1:9) “I will}"

i in his joy he goes and selis ali
{{__ he has and buys that field.” (Mat.
i 13:44 RSV) Why? Because this
!|__ treasure had more vaiue for him
i than all of his other possessions
‘i combined. Do we regard God’s kin

I
l

pray with the spirit and with the
des ing”. (Col. 1:9) “I will

{77, dom as this value? We should.
i | Opinions differ as to the mean-!

with the spirit and with the -
derstanding also”. (I Cor. 14:15)
“Be not children in understanding;
be men”. (I_Clg 14:20)

By Mrs. Ernestine Lutes
It is difficult to assess the true
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'ing of the next parable, of the——
{ “pearl of great price.” Jesus said,;

— “The kingdom of heaven is like
a merchant man seeking goodly

.., searls.’”” Some sav Christ is the
| Merchant, and He sacrificed even

_| (the Church) for Himself. This
f~ secems to agree with the words:
“Ye are bought with a price; |
therefore glorify God in your body {

value of many things. “How pre-|
cious may be to others that which |
to me is only an incumberance.” |

and in your spirit, which are|
God’s” (I Cor. 6:20). We know
that Christ puts great value on

Money has value only for what it§
can supply. It is useless to one;
dying of thrist on the desert, or [

i

. '28:16)

to one shipwrecked on a lornelyi_

island. It cannot buy love, health, — -+
happiness, or eternal life. !
"It may be well for us to take - -
inventory at times, and decide:

salvaticn should head the list, a-|
long with the salvation of our lov-|
ed ones. With this asset we will .
never be spiritually bankrupt, al- |
though we may lose all else.
Health and happiness are treas-
ures of great value; as are free 4
dom of worship and fellowship |V
with those we love. “Wisdom
(spiritual) cannot be valued with
the gold of Ophir, with the prec-
jous onyx or the sapphire.” (Job}

ot ST VR

what we value most. Our soul's .|

the souls of men and ‘“gave His
-~ life a ransom for many’. Matt.
20:28) ““It ic pot the will of your
Father which is in heaven thatf._
one of these little ones shoula
perish.” Matt. 18:14). Mathew |
~ wrote: “‘They took the thirty piec-|
es of silver, the price of Him
— that was wvalued.” 27.9). How do
we value our Lord and Saviour?

e e T
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: The yearning of our loving heav-
enly Father for His wayward
children is expressed often in the
Scriptures. “The Lord hath spo-
&en,” 1 have nourished and brou-
ght up children, and they have re-
belled against Me.” (Isa. 1:2)
This plea is echoed in the New
} Testament: “The world was made
by Him, and the world knew Him
rot: He came unto His own and
His own received Him pot.” (Jn.
1: 10,11 Jesus cried out with
tears, “Would that even today
vou krew the things that make
for peace! But they are hid from
vour eyes.” (Luke 19:41, 42 R&V)
“0 Jerusalem. Jerusalem, that
1killest the prophets, and stonest
H| them that are semt unto thee; how
often would I have gathered thy
children together, even as a hen
gathereth her chickens under her
wines, and ye would not!” «Matt.
23:37)

"-As He staggered up the hill to
Calvary, Jesus turned to the weep-
g women and said, “Daughters
Jerusalem, weep not for Me,
'but weep . for yourselves and for
your children”. (Luke 23:28) He
Bl <till vearned for their welfare and
devotion, *

all,

I

hart

it,  for whv will ye die,
+houss of Israel? I have no pleas-
ure in the death of him that die-
th, saith the Lord God; wherefore,
turn vourselves and live”. (18:31,
{32) Jeremiah’s yearning is evident

E

‘“Zero is the digit that signifies
nething. Added or subtracted it
leaves the number unchanged, and
any number multiplied by zero
gives zero”. So says the encyclo-
pedia. Well, are we interested in
2ero — nothing? Let us see wha!
some Scriptures have to say about
it. Job compared his friends to
dcae in the bm%hk after the warm

ys: come: go to ncthi
and’ perish,; nobv?e are mthmhgng
“tJob 6: 19. 21) Is that the value
of our friendship to others in
_ need — just zero? Do we melt a-

way and dissappear when we are

Fancies .
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as he said, “Give glory to the
Lord your God, before He cause
darkness, and before your feet
stumble upon the dark mountains.
¥ ye will not hear, my soul shall
weep in secret places for your
pride; mine eyes shall run down
with tears because the Lord’s fl-
ock is carried away captive.” (13:
16,17) .

“I have spread out My hands

people, which walketh in a way
not good, after their own thoughts'/
(Isa. 65 2) Though this was writ-
ten about 700 years before thej
birth of Jesus, it could have been

souls more than He; none showed|
greater compassion for the needs
of men, and none was treated
worse. Fwven on the cross He
cried,
Some believe He used a quotation
from Psalm 22 in His dying cry
to appeal to the Jews as their
Messiah; also that His words, “I
thirst”, expressed His yearning
for sculs, as well as His physical

For what do we yeafn? Can we|
say with the Psalmist: “As the

ooks,
Thee, G God. My soul thirsteth— -
for the living God.” (42:1,2) When,

Bev Shea was offered a large
summ of money if he would take
up secular singing, bis answer|
was given in the song: “I'd rath- ~
er have Jesus than

gold”. .

riendly Fancies Z
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tions on things above”. (Col. 3:1)

€A

the day unto a rebellious

by Him. None yearned for

“Father, forgive them”.

panteth after the water br-
s0 panteth my soul after

3 i
silver and
Y R R T
ik :
?
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We are interested in multiplying
our assets, but if we multiply by
zero, the end is just that — Zzero.
“Wken he dieth he shall carry
nothing away”. (Psa. 49:17) “We
brought nothing inte this world,
and it is certain we can carry
nothing out”. (I Tim. 6:7 Jesus
said, “Lay up treasures for your-
selves in heaven, where moth and
rust do not corrupt, nor thieves
break through and steal”, (Mt. 6:
20) The only way to rise above
zerc when we come to the end of
the way is to: “Set your affec-

| dom of God and His righteous-
ness, and all these things shall be !~

1 pothing the understanding

is the Spiit that

ve can do nothing”. (John 15:5)

These Scriptures are not intend-| |

ed to discourage honest ambiﬁon,i

] but rather to remind us of Jesus’|

instructions, ‘‘Seek first the kng-

[ —

aded unto you”. (Mt. 6:33) Doing |

7 quickeneth - ——
t (gives life) the flesh profiteth!
| pothing”. (Jn. 6:63) “Without Me|

this, our labors will rot be muMi- - —— .

~ved by zero, but by the “unsear- |
chable Tiches of Christ.” (Eph. 3: |
8) Jesus said, I am come that you
might have life, and bave it more !
abundantly.” (Jp. 10:10) He add-
ed another warning: “What is a

man profited if he gain the whole -

world and lose his own soul?” (Mt
16:26) The only answer is—zero.
Paul had more education than

average, but he wrote: “I kmow ... ..

nothing by muyself’, He quoted

from Isaiah: “I will destroy the, =

wisdom of the wise, and bring to

4 of the
prudent”. ([ Cor. 1:19; 4:4) “Tho-' ~
ugh I have ali knowledge and’
have not love, I am nothing”. @ --
(I Cer. 13:2) He had come to-
value his own impertance at zero, . -
but he did nct lack confidence.
He wrote: “As dying, behold we | .
live! as poor, yet making many:
rich; as having nothing, and yet
possessing all things!”
6:10)

In the last book of Scripture we
read: “Thou sayest, ‘I am rich !
and have need of i
knowest not that thou art wretch-| |

@ Cor.i; =
-

;7 and:

ed, and miserable, and poor, and: |
blind, and naked. I counsel ﬂmm

to buy of Me gold tried in the .’

fire that thou mayest be rich and ¥

clothed”. (Rev. 3:17, 18)

| oeeged?
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Let us pray that our value \3

the Lord's work will not

be ex-
pressed by zero. i TR




